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EQ NAMED MALAYSIA'S ONLY HOTEL AMONG TRAVEL + LEISURE'S 

WORLD'S 100 BEST HOTELS 2026 

 
KUALA LUMPUR, 8 July 2026 — EQ has been honoured as the only Malaysian hotel named 

among the World's 100 Best Hotels in the Travel + Leisure World's Best Awards 2026. Ranked 

No. 27 Best Hotel in the World and No. 4 City Hotel in Asia, the accolade places the hotel 

among the world's most celebrated hotels while making it Malaysia's highest-ranked hotel in 

this year's awards. 

 

For the second consecutive year, EQ stands as the only hotel in Malaysia to earn a place among 

Travel + Leisure's World's 100 Best Hotels. The hotel achieved an outstanding reader score of 

99.12, improving on last year's 98.73, reaffirming its position among the world's most 

celebrated hotels and reflecting the consistently exceptional experiences recognised by 

travellers from around the globe. 

 

Presented annually, the Travel + Leisure World's Best Awards are among the travel industry's 

most respected accolades, recognising the hotels, destinations and travel experiences most 

highly rated by Travel + Leisure readers worldwide. For EQ, this recognition is a tribute to the 

people behind the hotel, whose warmth, dedication and attention to detail continue to shape 

every guest journey and define the experience for which the hotel is known. 

 

Justin Lee, General Manager of EQ, said, "We are deeply honoured to receive this recognition 

from the readers of Travel + Leisure. To be the only hotel in Malaysia named among the World's 

100 Best Hotels is a proud moment, not only for everyone at EQ, but also for Malaysian 

hospitality. 

 

"This achievement belongs to our people. Every welcome, every thoughtful gesture and every 

memorable stay reflects the passion and dedication of a team that cares deeply. We are sincerely 

grateful to everyone who has chosen EQ, and to the readers of Travel + Leisure for their trust 

and confidence. Their support inspires us to continue creating memorable experiences with 

warmth, authenticity and excellence." 

 

Rising above the award-winning Equatorial Plaza in the heart of Kuala Lumpur, EQ continues 

the distinguished legacy of Hotel Equatorial through a contemporary expression of Malaysian 

hospitality. Its 440 guestrooms and suites, thoughtfully designed spaces and intuitive service 

provide a welcoming retreat for business and leisure travellers alike while creating the setting 

for celebrations, milestones and memorable occasions. 

 

https://www.travelandleisure.com/worlds-best-awards-top-100-hotels-in-the-world-11952519#wba-explorer-mega-nav


Dining lies at the heart of the guest experience. Perched atop the hotel, Sky51, named by Time 

Out as one of Asia's Top 5 Rooftop Bars, offers panoramic views of Kuala Lumpur. It is home 

to Sabayon, the hotel's signature contemporary European restaurant, whose exceptional wine 

programme has been recognised by the prestigious Wine Spectator Restaurant Awards every 

year since 2020, as well as Blue, the rooftop bar overlooking the city skyline. Completing the 

culinary collection are Kampachi, Malaysia's pioneer of Japanese dining since 1974; Nipah, 

celebrating the rich flavours of Malaysia alongside international favourites; Étoile, the hotel's 

bistro; and Bottega, an inviting lounge for artisanal coffee, afternoon tea and evening cocktails. 

 

Guests can also retreat to Sanctum Wellness, home to Sanctum Spa, recognised as the No. 3 

Best Hotel Spa in Malaysia in the Travel + Leisure Luxury Awards Asia Pacific 2026, alongside 

a 25-metre infinity pool, Vitality Jacuzzi® and a state-of-the-art fitness centre. Together with 

its prime city-centre location, the hotel offers a sanctuary where wellbeing, comfort and 

genuine care come together in the heart of Kuala Lumpur. 

 

"This achievement is both an honour and a responsibility," Lee added. "While awards mark 

important milestones, it is the trust our guests place in us that matters most. We remain 

committed to creating memorable moments, delivered with genuine care, and to welcoming 

every guest with the warmth that has always defined EQ." 

 

EQ remains committed to creating memorable moments through genuine Malaysian hospitality 

for generations to come. 

 

~ End ~ 
 

About EQ 

EQ, an integral part of the Hotel Equatorial legacy, celebrates its fifth decade in hospitality. It was named the No. 3 City Hotel 

in Malaysia in the Travel + Leisure Luxury Awards Asia Pacific 2026, and was recognised as the only Malaysian hotel among 

the World's 100 Best Hotels in the Travel + Leisure World's Best Awards 2026, ranking No. 27 Best Hotel in the World and 

No. 4 City Hotel in Asia. The hotel has also been Kuala Lumpur's top-rated hotel on TripAdvisor since 2019. 

Occupying the upper floors of the award-winning 52-storey Equatorial Plaza, the hotel boasts 440 stylish rooms, state-of-the-

art banquet and meeting facilities, and an array of award-winning signature restaurants and bars. Highlights include the lounge 

- Bottega, all-day dining at Nipah, Kampachi Japanese restaurant, Étoile bistro, and the impressive Sky51, featuring Sabayon 

with its contemporary European cuisine and Blue, a stylish bar with panoramic city views. This five-star property is Green 

Building Index (GBI) Gold-certified, placing it among Malaysia's most energy-efficient and sustainable buildings. Additional 

facilities encompass the exclusive Sanctum wellness and spa, a 25-metre infinity pool, a Vitality Jacuzzi®, and a cutting-edge 

fitness centre. 

For further information and enquiries, kindly contact: 

Tracy Khee 

Director of Marketing Communications & Public Relations 

T: +60 3 2789 7777    M: +60 12 390 9111 

E: tracykhee@kul.equatorial.com  

 

Shannen Ng  

Assistant Public Relations Manager  

T: +60 3 2789 7777    M: +60 16 578 2649  

E: shannenng@kul.equatorial.com  
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EQ, Equatorial Plaza, Jalan Sultan Ismail, 50250 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  

Website: www.eqkualalumpur.equatorial.com    

Facebook: www.facebook.com/eqkualalumpur    

Instagram: www.instagram.com/eqkualalumpur 

 
Images and information are available through the following link: EQ Named Malaysia's Only Hotel 

Among Travel + Leisure's World's 100 Best Hotels 2026 
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